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differs from them both. It has the rough hair,
grunting, and voracious appetite of the hog;
and when fully satiated it hides the remainder
of its food, like the fox, in different places. It
delights in gnawing and spoiling every thing
it comes near. W hen irritated it bites fiercely ;
its hair stands erect along the back, and it
strikes the ground violently with its hind feet.
It does not dig holes, like the rabbit, but lives
in the hollows of trees. It feeds chiefly on
roots, potatoes, yams, and fruits, when resid-
ing ncar habitations; those that reside in the
woods also eat leaves, plants, and shrubs. It
uses its fore paws, like thesquirrel, in carrying
food to its mouth; it runs very swiftly up
hill, or on even ground, but its fore paws be-
ing much shorter than its hind ones, upon a
descent it is in great danger of falling ; it has
a good sight and excellent bearing, and when-
ever it hears a whistleit stops to listen. They
scald the agoutiand dress it like a sucking pig,
and the flesh of such as are fat and well fed
is tolerable food, though it has always a pe-
culiar taste, and is rather touch. When they
goamong the sugar-canes they are casily taken,
for sinking every step in the straw and leaves,
which covers the ground, a man may come
up and even kill them with a stick. 'When
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