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in the open country it runs with great swift-
ness before the dogs ; and having gained its re-
treat, nothing can force it to come out but
smoke ; for which purpose the hunters burn
fageots and straw before the mouth of the
hole, upon which the animal makes plaintive
cries like that of a pig, but seldom quits
the place of concealinent until the last extre-
mity. Its cry, which it repeats often when it
is irritated or incommoded, is exactly like that
of a young pig. When taken young they
are casily tamed, and will go out and return
alone. 'When in a wild state, they generally
dwell in the woods, where the female chooses
the most obscure parts, and therc prepares a
bed of leaves and grass for her young. They
usually bring forth two or three in a year, and
ina day or two afterwards, she carries them in
‘her mouth like a cat, into the hollow of some
tree, where she suckles them for a short space,
for they are soon in a condition to run about
and provide for themselves; from which it
appeass that the time required for their growth
is but short, and of course the duration of
their lives cannot be long.

The agouti appears to be a native of the
south parts of America, not being known in
the old continent. They are common in Brasil,

Guiana,
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