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of mankind, who are the only beings in nature

capable of making head against this king of

beasts; and it must be allowed, powerful as he

may be, be is no match for even a ilottentot

or negro, who often attack him, and very sel

dom without coming off victorious. As the

lion has no enemy but mail, and his species

being reduced to the fiftieth, or even the tenth

part of what it was formerly, it follows that

the human species instead of having suffered a

considerable diminution since the time of the

Romans, as is by some pretended, is on the

contrary more generally diffused, and more nu

merous even in such countries as Lybia. The

industry of man increases in proportion with

his number, but that of other animals remains

always the same. Every destructive species,

like that of the lion, seems to be driven to dis

tant countries, or reduced to small numbers,;

not only because man has become every where

more numerous, but because lie has become

more skilful and invented dreadful arms of

destruction, which nothing can resist; arms,

which it were well, had they never been em

ployed against aught but lions and tigers.
This superiority of numbers, and indus

try in man, which has subdued the lion,

serves also to enervate and discourage him, for

lie
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