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or a third of those of the 01(1 con(inent. if we

reckon 200 species of animals in the known

world we shall find fhrt more (ham 130 of

Them belonged (0 the old continent, and less

than 70 to the new; and if w except th(

species common to both crnlincnts, that is,

such as by their natures are capable of cndur

ing the rigolirs of the north, arid might have

passed from one to the other, (here will not

remain above forty species peculiar to, and

natives of, America. Animated nature, thei'

fore, is in this portion of the g'lobe less active,

less varied, and even less vigorous ; for by the

enumeration of the American animals we shall

perceive, that not only the number of species

is smaflcr, but that in general they are inferior

in size to those of the old continent ; not one

animal throughout America can be compared

to the elephant, rhinoceros, hippopotamus,

dromedary, biiIhilo, tiger, lion, &c. The

Tapir of Brasil is the largest of all the South

American animals, and this elephant of the

new world exceeds not the size ofa very small

irnde, or a. calf at six months old ; with both

which animals he has been compared, at.'

though lie does not resemble either. The

Lama is not so big as the tapir, and appears

large only from the length ofhis neck and legs;

and the Pacos is niuch smaller still. The Ca

biai,
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