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rate climate. In such a situation is the conti

nent of America placed, and so formed, that

every thing concurs to diminish I lie action of

heat. There we find the highest mountains

and greatest rivers in the known world ; these

mountains form a chain which seems to termi

nate the length of the continent towards,the

west, while the plains and low grounds are all

situated on this side of the mountains, from

whose base they extend to the sea, which se

parates the American from the European con

tinents. Thus the east wind, which constantly

blows between the tropics, does not reach

America until it has traversed a vast extent of

ocean, and has consequently been greatly cool

ed ; and for this reason it is much less warm at

Brasil and Cayenne, for example, than at Se

negal and Guinea, where this east wind arrives,

charged with the heat of all the burning sands

and desarts which it necessarily passes in tra

versing both Asia and Africa..

In treating of the different colours of men,

particularly negroes, it appeared to be demon

strated that the strong tincture of brown or

black depends entirely on the situation of the

country; that the negroes ofNigritia, and those

of the west coast of Africa are the blackest,

because those countries are so situated as to

contain
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