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50 BUFION'S

I do not pretend to aflirm positively {hat
none of the animals which inhabit the warm
climates are nof commmon to both. T'o be phy-
sically certain of this 1t is necessary they
should have been seen 5 but it is evident, with
respect to the large animals of America, that
none of them are to be found in the old con-
tinent, and very few of the small ones. Be-
sides, allowing there to be some exceptions,
they must relate to a trifling number of species,
and in no degree affect tize general rule which
I intend toestablish, and which seems to me to
be our only certain guide to the knowledge of
animals. This rule, which leads us to judge
of them as much by climate and disposition as
from figure and conformation, will seldom be
found wrong, and it will enable us to avoid
and discover a multitude of errors. 1If, for
example, we mean to describe the hywena of
Arabia, we may safely affirm that it does not
exist in Lapland ; but we will not say with
Brisson, and some others, that the hyana and
the glutlon are the same animal; nor with
Kolbe, that thecrossed-fox, which inhabits the
northern parts of the new continent, is found
at the Cape of Good Hope, as the animal he
mentions is not a fox, but a jackall. But it
is not my object at present to point out all the
erros of nomenclators ; my intention is solel y
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