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each other, not only in the ground colour,

but j!1 the shade of the spots which last are

alwiys smaller than those of the panther or

the ounce. In all leopards' skins, the spots are

nearly ofthe same size and the same figure, and

their chief difference consists in their colour

being deeper in some than in others; in being

also more or less yellow, consists also the dif.

ference in the hair itself; but as all these skins

are nearly of the same size, both in the body

and tail, it is highly probable they belong to

the same species of animals.

The panther, ounce, and leopard, are only

found in Africa, and the hottest climates of

Asia; they have never been diffused over the

northern, nor even the temperate regions.

Aristotle speaks ofthe panther as an animal of

Asia and Africa, and expressly says, it does not

exist in Europe. It is impossible, therefore,

that $hce animals, which are confined to the

torrid zone of the old continent, could ever

have passed to the new world by any northern

lands ; and it will he found, by the description

we shall give of the American animals of this

kind,that they area different species, and ought

not to be confounded with those of Africa and

Asia, as they have been by most of our nomen

clators.
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