
120 13!rFFON'S

ears of the zihet are also larger and more e1e

vated ; his tail is longer, and more strongly

marked ; his hair is shorter and much more

soft ; he has no mane, or long hair on the

neck or back-bone; no black spots under the

eyes, or on the cheeks; all of which are re

inarkable characteristics in the civet. Some

travellers have suspected there were two spe

cies of civets ; but no person has examined

them widi sufficieflt accuracy as to give a dis

tinct description. I have seen both ; and after

a careful con-) parison, am of opinion, that they

not only difi'v in species, but perhaps belong

to difhrent climates.

These animals have been called musk-cats,

though they have nothing in common with the

cat, except bodily agility. They rather red

semble the fox, especially in the head. Their

skins are diversified with stripes and spots,

which has occasioned them to be mistaken for

small panthers, when seen at a dis'ancc ; but

in every other respect they differ from the

panther. There is an animal called the Genet,

which is spotted in the like manner, whose

head is nearly o the same shape, and which,

like the civet, has a pouch where an odori

ferous humor is formed ; but this animal ii

smaller than our civet ; its legs are shorter7

and its body thinner ; its perfume is very faint,

and
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