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the hyna and their power to excite love, suf

ficiently indicate that the stimulating virtues

of the preparations
of civet, were not unknown

to the ancients, and which are still used for this

very purpose in the Est. What they have

said ofthe uncertainty ofthe sex of the hyana,

is still more applicable to the civet, for the

male has no external appearance, but three

apertures so perfectly similar to those of the

female, that it is hardly posibIe to determine

the sex but by dissection. The opening which

contains the perfume, is situated between the

other two, and in the same direct line which

extends from the os sacrum to the pubis.

Another error, which has made more pro

gress, is that of Gregoire de Bolivar, with re

spect to the climates in which the civet is

found. After stating them to be common in

Africa and the East Indies, he positively af

firms they are also very numerous in all parts
ofSouth America. This assertion, transmitted

by Faber, has been copied by Aldrovandus,
and adopted by all the authors who have since
treated of the civet. But the truth is, that

they are animals peculiar to the hottest climates
of the old continent, and which could not have
found anorthern

passageinto the New World;
where, in fact, no civets ever existed until they

were
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