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shrew-mouse. The tail of both is flat', in

vhich,as well as in many other characteristics,'

'they differ from the 1)ilori of the Antilles.

The tail of the pilori is short, and, like that

of other rats, cylindrical; the oilier two have

long tails, and the head of the first is like that

ofa water-rat, and. the head of the second re

sembles a shrew-mouse.

In the memoirs of the Academy of Sciences,

for 1725, we meet with a very accurate de

scription of the Canadian musk-rat. MI. Sarra

sin, a correspondent of the Academy, dissected

a number of them at Quebec, and made some

striking and singular remarks; by comparing

his description with our own, we have not the

least doubt but the animal which he calls the

musk-rat of Canada, is the same with that now

before us.

This animal is of the size of a small rabbit,

and of time figure of a rat. Its head is short,

and similar to that of the water-rat; its hair is

soft and glossy, with a thick down underneath,

like that of' tite beaver ; its tail is long and
covered 'with little scales, like that of the other
rats, though of a different form, for instead of

being cylindrical it is flat from the middFe to
the tip, and rather round at the insertion. The

toes are not united by membranes, but

fur-nished.
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