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obtained shelter in their subterraneous passages;

but as their skins are valuable, and their flesh

not unpalatable, thither they are also pursued

for slaughter. Such as escape quit their habi

tations about the same time. They wander

about during the summer but always in pairs,

for then is the time of their amours; then it is

that all their vessels expand, and feeding large

ly upon the fresh roots and vegetables which

the season affords, they cquire a strong smell

of musk; a scent which, though agreeable to

Europeans, is so disgustful to the savages,

that they distinguish one of their rivers, from

being frequented by a number of them, the

Stinking River, and the animal itself the Stink

ard.

They produce once a year, and generally

have five or six young. Their time of gesta

tion cannot belong, as they are not in season

till the summer, and their young are full grown

by October, when they seek for shelter; they

construct new huts every year, and are never

known to revisit their former habitations.

Their cry is a kind of groan, which the hunts

men imitate in order to allure them. So strong
are their fore-teeth, and so calculated for

gnawing, that if shut up in a'box, they soon

make a hole large enough to escape through,

a faculty which they possess in common with

the
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