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tainous parts to the low and level grounds

neither do they seek marshes nor mud, like

our hogs, but remain in the forests, where

they subsist upon wild fruits, roots, and ve

getables; they are an unceasing enemy to all

the serpent kinds, with which the uncultivata

cd forests of the New Continent abound: as

soon as they perceive a serpent or viper, they

seize it with their fore hoofs, skin it in an in

stant, and devour the flesh.

These animals are very prolific; the young

ones follow the dam, and do not separate from

her till they are full grown. If taken young

they are very easily tamed, and soon lose all.

their natural ferocity, but they never shew any

signs of docility, but continue stupid, without

attachment, or even seeming to know the hand

that feeds them. They do no mischief, and

may be permitted to run tame, without apprea

bending any dangerous consequence. They

seldom stray far from home, but return of

themselves to the sty they never quarrel

among each other, except when they are fed

in the same trough. At such times they have

an angry grunt, much stronger and harsher

than. that of a common hog; but they seldom

scream, only when sudde1y surprisecl,or fright

ened, when. they have a shrill manner of blow

ing like the wild, boar. When enraged they.

draw
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