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under the shelter of a pavilion, are a scourge
common to most of the hot countries of Ame-.
rica. Of these some are of a monstrous size.
At Borja, and several other places, they have
entirely destroyed the large cattle which the
missicnaries had brought thither, and which
had begun to multiply.” These facts are con-
firmed by many other historians and travellers.
Petrus Martyr, who wrote not long after the
conquest of South America, says, that there
are bats in the isthmus of Darien which suck
the blood of men and animals while they are
asleep, so as to much weaken, and frequently
kill them. Jumilla, Don George Juan, and
Don Ant. de Ulloa, assert the same. Though
from the above testimonies it appearsthat these
blood-sucking bats are numerous, particularly:
in South America, yect we have not been able
to obtain a single individual. Scba has pre-
sented us with a figure and description of this
animal, of which the nose is so extraordinary,
that I am astonished travellers should not
have remarked a deformity so palpable as to
strike the most superficial beholder ; possibly,
the animal of which Scba gives the figure, is
not the same with that which we distinguish
by the name of the vampyre, or blood-sucker ;
it is also possible, that this figure of Seba’s is

false
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