
154 BUrFON'

small resenl)LL11ce to those of (lie Trnat bat.

ileroclotus sceins to have denoted them, when

he mentions that there were large bas which

greatly incommoded the men C1n1)loycd in

collecting cassia round the marshes of Asia,

and that, to shield themselves from the

dan-gerousbites ofthese animals, they were obliged

o cover the body and face with leather.

Strabo speaks of very large bats in Mesopo

tamia, whose flesh was palatable. Among the

moderns, these large bats have been mentioned,.

though in vague terms, by Albertus, Isiclorus,

and Scaliger. With more precision have they

been treated of by Linscot, Nicholas Matthias,

and Francis Pyrard; 01igerJacobeus has given

a short description of them with a figure;. and

lastly, in Seba, and in Edwards, we find well-,

executed description and figures, which cor

respond with our own.

The Ternat bats are carnivorous animals,

voracious, and possessed ofan appetitefor every

thing that offers. In a dearth of flesh or fish,.

they feed on vegetables and fruits ofevery kind.

They are fond ofthe juice ofthe palm-tree,.and
it is easy to take them by placing near their

r'treats vessels filled. ivith pal-m-tree water OrC

any other fermented liquor, with which they

are sure to intoxicate themselves. They fas1e

ihcmselves to trees, and hang from them by

their
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