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there they were very numerous in many places

'where at present they are not to be found, and

for these reasons, that the forests were then

adjacent to them., which had been cleared away

by the sct(lemcnts, and that it is only in forests

they can subsist ; besides, they bring forth but

once a year, and are hunted, both by whites

and negroes, for the sake of their flesh and

grease. The females are in season about the

month of May, and produce towards the end

of September. They appear to come to ma

turity in about eight months, since there are

no small ones to be seen after April or May,

and the young are to be known from the old

by their colours being more vivid: they be

come grey 'with age, but it is uncertain at

'what period ; at this time their flesh is very

disagreeable, and their fat alone, of which they

Lave plenty during the summer, is eaten by

the negroes. They never feed upon any kind

of flesh, but entirely on bananas, peaches, and.

other fruits and flowers with which these

forests abound: they are exceedingly fond of

the juices of certain mnbehlated flowers ; and

it is possibly' for the purpose o' sucking the

djffirent species of them that they have such t

number of sharp papiH on their tongues.

They never touch the skms of the mango,
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