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employed in making good descriptions, w

hoiild not at this day have found Natural

History in its infancy;, we should have had

less trouble in taking off her bawbies, disen

tangling her from her swaddling clothes, and,

perhaps,have anticipated her slow discoveries,

for we should have written more for science,

and less against error.

But to return to our subject ; it ppcars

then that there exists several species ofaminais

which are not covered with hair among the

viviparous quad ru peds. Armadillos form alone

a whole genus, in which may be reckoned

many distinct species, all of whom are, how

ever, covered with a crust, resembling bone;

covers the head, neck, back, flanks, rump,

and the tail, to the very extremity. The crust

is covered with a thin skin, sleek and transpa

rent: the only parts that are not sheltered by

this buckler are the throat, breast, and belly,

-which have a 'white grainy skin, like that of a

plucked fowl, by inspecting these parts with

attention, 'we perceive the rudiments of scales

of the same substance as the crust; the skin of

these animals, even in the places where it is

most soft, is therefore inclined to become

bony, but the ossification is only realized

on the superior and external parts ofthe body

This crust is not in one piece, like that of the
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