
216

able; and Nieremberg affirms, that it is r

wholesomeand pernicious. Barrere says, that

the twelve banded has a strong smell of musk;

and all authors agree in praising the flesh of

the three banded, and particularly that of the

eight, which is as white, and equally good as

the flesh of a pig. They say also, that the

small species dwell in marshy and low

grounds, and that those of (he large species

are found on dry and high lands only.

These animals can all contract their bodies

Into a round form, with more or less facility.

When they are contracted the defects of

their armour is most visible in those who

have it composed of the smallest number of

pieces; the three banded then shews two large

voids betwixt the bucklers and the armour

on the back. None of them can Toll them

selves up in a 'ball so exact as that formed by

the hedge-hog; when so contracted they re

present the figure of a globe flattened at the

two ends.

This singular crust, which covers them, is a

bone composed of small contiguous pieces, and

being neither moveable nor jointed, except at

the partitions of the bands, are united by a

symphysis, and may all be separated from each

other if put on the fire. When the animal is

alive
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