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selves in their holes, or if at too great a d1

tanCe from their habitations, to endeavour to

dig one before they are overtaken, for which

they want but a few instanls, the mole itself

not being more expert in digging the ground.

Sometimes before they can get quite concealed

they are caught by the tail, and when they

make such a strong resistance that the tail

often broke without bringing out the body; in

order to take them without mutilation the

burrow must be opened, when they are taken

without any resistance; when caught they roll

themselves up into a ball, and will not extend

again unless they are placed near the fire.

Hard as their coat of mail is, the animal, on

being lightly louched with the fin ger, receives

so quick an impression that he contracts instan

taneously. When in deep burrows they are

forced out by smoking them; or letting water

rundown the holes. It is said that they re

main under ground above three months in

the year ; be that as it may, it is certain that

they never come out of their holes but in the

night, when they seek for food. The arma

dub is hunted with small dogs, by whom he

is soon overtaken; but before they have

reached him lie contracts himself, in which

condition lie is seized, and carried off. If

near the brink of a precipice, he escapes

both
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