
23! Bur, E0N'

to whom the natives give the nameofcous-cousa

Piso quotes no authority for this assertion. j,

would be strange, ifit was true, as Piso affirms,

that this animal is only found in Amboyna,

while Seba, on the contrary, says, that the

Opossum sent him from Amboyna, was not a

native of that island, but had been brought

there from more distant countries; thongli he

vas ignorant of the native country of his

phi-be nevertheless gave him the epithet

of oriental, though he is certainly the same

animal as that of the West Indies ; the proof

of it will clearly appear by comparing the

figure he has given with Nature. But ano

ther error of this author is, that while he

gives to the opossum of America the name of

great oriental philandre heprcsëuts us another

animal, which he thinks a different one, under

the name of the pliflandre of America ; and

which according to his own description, differs

only from the former by being smaller, and

having the spots above the eyes of a deeper

brown colour; which differences are merely

accidental, and too inconsiderable to constitute

two different species, for he does not mention

another difference more essential, if it existed,

that Seba's philandre of America has sharp
claws on the hind toes of time hind feet, while

11is


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


