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thes of the hind legs, and which seems to be

the only one he has seen. The work of M.

Brisson is very useful, but in his catalogue

the species are more numerous than in that

of Nature.

We have now only to examine the nomen

clature of Linnmus, which in this article is

much less erroneous than in many others, for

lie suppresses one of the three species of Seba;

but lie should have reduced them to one. Be

sides, lie employs the distinctive character of

the toes behind without claws, which none but

Tyson had observed. The description which

Linnus gives of the opossum as the marsu

pialis, seems to be a good one, and agreeable

to Nature, but he is in an error when under

the name of opossum he designs an animal dif

ferent from his marsupialis, upon the authority,
of Seba, acknowledging, however, that this

opossum had no claws to the toes behind,

:liilst they are very visible in the figures
-
of

&ba. Another error is, considering the nzari

tacaca of Piso, as the same animal as the cari

gueya, whilst these two animals, though men

tioned in the same chapter, are mentioned by
Piso as two different animals, and lie describes

them one after the other. But his greatest
crro is in making two different species of the

marsupiall:
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