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exterior conformation resembles that of man,

he has arms, hands, and fingers. The use of

these parts alone, makes him sup?rior in dex

terity to other animals; and the affinities to

us which he then possesses by a similarity of

motions, and the conformity of his actions,

please and deceive u', and induce us to attri

bute to interior qualities, what depends mereJy

on the formation of his members.

The beaver, who seems inferior to the dog

and ape, by his individual faculties, has never

theless received from Nature a gift almost

equivalent to that of speech; he makes himself

so well understood by those of his own spe

cies, as to bring them together; to act in con

cert, and to undertake and execute extensive

and continued labours in common ; arid this

social love, as well as the product of their re

ciprocal understanding, have better claims

to our admiration, than the dexterityoftlie ape,
or the faithfulness of the dog.

Thus the dog's genius is only borrowed; the

ape has but the appearance of sagacity, and

the beaver is only sensible in regard to himself,

and those of his ;pecies. The elephant is supe
rior to them all three, for in him are united all

their most eminent qualities. The hand is the

principal organ of the ape's dexterity; the ele-
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