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pliant is eqiiaIlyo with his trunk, which serves

him instead otarins and hands, by it he can

lift up, and seize small as well as large objects,

carry them to his mouth, place them on his

back, hold them fast, or throw them to a (1i8

tance; lie has at the same tune the docility of

the (log ; he is, like him, susceptible of gra

titude, capable of a strong attachment, attends

upon man without reluclance, and submits to

him, not so much by force as good treatment;

serves him with zeal, intelligence, and fidelity ;

in fine, the elephant, the same as the beaver,

likes the society of his own 'pecics, and by

whom he is understood, They are of, en seen

to asselnl)le together, disperse, and act in con

cert, and if they do not carry on any work in

common, it is, perhaps, only for want of

room and tranquillity ; for men have been

very anciently multiplied in all the regions in

liabited by the elephant ; he consequently

hives in fear and anxiety, and is no ivhiere a

peaceful possessor of a space large and free

enough to establish a secure hahitation. We

have seen that all these advantages are re

quisitetornaife5 the talents of the beaver, a'd

that wherever men are settled, lie loses his

industry, and ceases to build. Every being has

its relative value in Nature. To judge of

the elephant, we must allow him to possess (he
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