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slraint, degenerates into fury; as he cannot in«
dulge it without witnesses he becomes violent
and intractable, and the strongest chains and
fetters are often found necessary to stop his
impetuosity, and subdue his anger. Thus the
elephant differs from all domestic animals
which man treats or manages as beings without
will; he is not like these born slaves, which
we mutilate or multiply for our use. Here
the individual alene is a slave, the species re-
mains independent, and constantly refuses {o
increase for the benefit of their tyrants. This
alone shewsin the elephant elevated sentiments
superior to the nature of common brutes. To
be agitated by the most ardent desires, and to
deny themselves the satisfaction of enjoying
them ; to be subjected to all the fury of love,
and yet not to violate the laws.of modesty, are,
perhaps, the highest efforts of human virtue,
but which in these majestic animals are all
suggested by instincl, and from which they
never deviate. Enraged that they cannot be
gratificd without witnesses their fury becomes
sironger than {their passion of love, destroys
the effects of it, and provokes, at the same
time, that anger which, in those instants, ren-
ders the elephant more dangerous thap any

other wild animal,
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