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their ranks to let them go through ; they did

not attempt to wound them, but threw all

their darts against their leaders, who were

obliged to turn all their attention to the

elephant, when separated from their lroopF.

Now that fire is become the element ofwar, arid

the prinCi i;al instrument oft' death, elephants,

who are afraid of noise and fi:tme, would be

rather an incunibrance in battle, and more

dangerous than useful. The kings of India

still arm their elephants in war, but it is more

for shew than for real service ; yet (hey derive

from these animals the same utility that arises

from an army which is to enslave their equals ;

they make use of them to subdue the wild

elephants. The most powerful monarchs of

the Indies have now above 2t)() elephants for

war. They keep many others f*o-L different

services, and to carry the large ages in wh icli

their women travel ; it is a perfectly s:fe w;my

of travdlliw', for the elephant never sttimbks ;

but time is required to be used to the fllO1O11S

of his pace. The best place is upon ilie imeck,

as you there ride more easy than on. the shoul

ders or the back ; but in war, or huitiug, se

veral men ride the same clop. bant: the con

ductor rides on his neck, and time hunters, or

warriors, are placed on other parts of his body.

in those happy regions, where our cannon

and
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