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they can find plants to brouz on, they eaiiy

dispense with drink.

But, this facility, with which they abstain

so long from drink, is not pure habit, but

rather an effect of their formation. Inde

pendently of the four stomachs, which are

common to ruminating animals, the camel is

possessed of a fifth bag, which serves him as a

reservoir to retain the water. This fifth sto

mach is peculiar to the camel; it is so large as

to contain a great quantity of water, where it

remains without corrupting, or the other ali

mcnts being able to mix with it. When the

animal is pressed with thirst, or has occasion

t maccrate his dry food for ruminating, he

causes a part ofthis water to re-ascend into the

paunch, and even into the s&phagus, by a

simple contraction of the muscles. It is, there

fore, by virtue of this very singular conforma

tion, that the camel can remain sevtral days

without drink, and that he can take at one

time a prodigious quantity of water, which

continues pure and limpid in this reservoir,

because neither the liquors of the body, nor the

juices of digestion are able to mix with it.

If we compare the deformities, or rather the

non-conformities of the camel with other qua-,

drupeds, we cannot doubt but his nature his

been considerably alteredby constraint,s1avery,

and
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