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having satisfied me, may also prove

satisfac-toryto others.

Domestic animals in very few respects re

semble wild ones ; their nature, their size, and

their form, are less constant, and more subject

to changes, especially in the exterior parts of

the body. The influence ofclimate, so power

ful over all Nature, acts with more force upon

captive animals, than upon free. Food pre

pared by the hand of man, oftentimes scantily

given and ill-chosen, joined to the inclemency

of a foreign sky, in time produces, alterations

sufficiently deep b become constant, and to be

perpetuated from one generation to another.

I do not pretend to say, that this general cause

of alteration is so powerful as to essentially

alter the nature of beings, whose constitution

is so fixed as that of animals; but it changes

them in certain respects; it disguises and trans

forms them externally; it takes away from some

parts, and gives rise to others; it paints them

vih various colours, and by its action upon

the habit of the body, it has an influence on

their dispositions, instincts, and most interior

qualities. A single part changed in a compo

sition so perfect as that of an animal body, is

sufficient to make the whole sensible of tile

alteration ; and it is for this reason, that our

domctic
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