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-ieithcr the hunch, nor the diiTcrcnce in the

quantity of hair, are specific characters, but

merely simple and accidental variations.

A variety still more extended, and to which

naturalists have given more of character than.

it really deserves, is the form of the horns;

they have not considered that, in our domestic

cattle, the shape, size, posilion, direction, and

even number of horns, vary so strongly, that

it would be impossible to pronounce which i

the true model of Nature. The horns of

some cows are curved and bent downwards;

others have them straight, long, and elevated.

There are whole races of slice!), who have

sometimes two, sometimes four horns, and there

are breeds of cows who have no horns. These

exterior, or, as I may say, accessory parts of

thebody,lia ye aslittlepermancncyas the colours

of the hair, which in domestic animals vary

and combine in every manner. This differ

ence in the shape and direction of the horns,

which is so common, must. not then be regard

ed as a distinctive character of the species;

thungli, it is upon this character alone that

our naturalists have established their species;

arid, as Aristotle, in the description lie gives of

the bonasus, says, that its ho'rns turn inwards,

they have from that. alone separated it from all

thcr oxen, and made it a particular species,

iLhow
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