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o1iifeIy unknown in South America; but in aft

the northern parts, as fhr as Florida, Louisiana,

mid even nearly to Mexico, the bi.ons, or

hunched oxen, were found in great numbers.

These bisons, which formerly in1iahiett the

woods of Germany, Scotland, and other nor

them couffiries, have l)roba)1y pasd from

one coniuent to the other, and are become,

like other animaI, smaller in Ui i new urId ;

and as they lived in climates more or less 'o1cl,

their hair became loner or shoder. ri!lejr

beards and hair is longer at Ffu'!swi's Buy than

at Mexico, and in general their Jitir i, softer

than the finest woo'. We cannot, theethre,

avoid believing these bisons of the new con

tinent are of the same species as those of the

old ; they have preserved all the principal cha

racters, as the hunch upon the shoulders, the

longhair under the muzzle, and on the hinder

parts of the body, and the short legs and tail;

and by comparing what Hernandes, Fernandes,

and every other historian and traveller of the

new world have said, with what has been

written concerning the bison of Europe, we

shall be convinced, that these animals are not

of a different species.

Thus the wild and domestic o, the ox of

Europe, Asia, America, and A Inca; the bona-
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