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04 BUFFON’S

czigithai, may form four distinct species: and
if there ave but three, it will remain uncertain
whether the latter is an onagre or zebra. The
onagre is said to exceed the horse in swiftness,
and the very same remark is made of the
czigithai. Let this particular fact be as it
may, the horse, ass, zebra, and czigitbai, be-
long to the same genus, and are only difterent
branches thereof. From the two first being
rendered domestic, mankind have received
great advantages, and the two last being re-
duced to a similar state would, no doubt,
prove likewise a useful acquisition.

TIIE HIPPOPOTAMUS.

THOUGH the Hippopotamus has been
celebrated from the earliestages; thoughmen-
tioned in the sacred writings under the name
of behemoth,and though his figureis engraved
upon theobelisks of Egypt, and on the Roman
medals; yet he was but imperfectly known to

the ancients. Aristotle scarcely mentions him,
and
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