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NATURAY, HISTORY. 104

which arc extremely large, completely cover
them..

¢ In respect to the figure of this animal, it
may be said to be constructed between that of
the buffalo and hog, because it participates of
both, except the incisive teeth, which have no
rescmblance to those of either of these animals.
The grinders are a little like thosc of the buf-
falo or horse, but much larger. The colour
of the body is dark and blackish:. it isallirm-
ed that the hippopotamus produces but one
young at a birth; that he lives on f{ish, eroco-
diles, and even the flesh of dead bodics ; how-
ever, he eats rice, grain, &c. though on con-
sidering his teeth, we should conclude that
Nature had not made him for grazing, but
{or the destruciion of other animals.”

Zerenghi finishes his description by affirm-
ing that all the above measures were taken from
the female hippopotamus, whom the male per-
fectly resembled, excepting that he wasa third
bigeer in all his dimensions. It were to be
wished that the figure given by Zerenghi had
been as good as his description; but the draw-
ing was not taken while thisanimal was living,
but from the skip of the female. It appears
also, that it was from thissame skin preserved

in salt, that Fabius Columna designed his
| figure;
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