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cutling, and the canine teeth are twelve and
even sixteen inches in length, and sometimes
weigh twelve or thirteen pounds cach.

In short, to givea justidea of the size of the
hippopotamus we shall make use of Zerenght’s
measures, increasing them one third, because
his measures were taken from the female, who
was one third less than the male in all her di-
mensions. This male hippopotamus was con=
scquently sixteen feet nine inches long, from
the extremity of the muzzie to the beginning
of the tail; fifteen feet in circumference, and
six feet and a half in height; his legs were
about two feet ten inches long; the length of
the head three feet and a half, and cight feet
and a half in circamference ; the width of
the mouth two fect four inches, and the largest
tecth more than a foot long.

Thus powerfully armed, and with such pro-
digious strengih of body, he might render
himself formidable to every animal; but he is
naturally gentle, and is besides so heavy and
slow that he could not outrun any other qua-
druped. e swims quicker than he runs, pur-
sucs the fish, and makes them his prey. He
delights much in the water, and lives in it as
freely as upon land, yet he has no mem-
branes between his toes like the beaver and
YOL. VIII. P otter,
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