http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 127

out producing either in a domestic or frce
state. ¢¢ I would fain (says M., Regnard)
have broughtsomerein-deer alive into France;
many persons have in vain attempted it, and
Iast yecar three or four were conducted to Dant-
zic, where they soon died, not being able to
bear the heat of that climate.”

Therc are both wild and tame rein-deer in
Lapland. In the rutting season the females
arc let loose to seek the wild males in the
woods; and as these wild males are more ro-
bust, and stronger than the domestic ones,
the breed from this mixture arc preferred for
harness. These rein-deer are not so gentle as
the otliers, for they not only sometimes refuse
to obey those who guide them, but often turn
and furiouslty attack them with their feet, so
that they have no other resource than {o cover
themselves with the sledge until the fury of
the beast is subsided. This sledge is so light
that the Laplander can with ease turn it over
himself; the bottom of it is covered with the
skins of young rein-deers, the hair of which
is turned backwards, so that the sledge glides
easily forwards, and is prevented from recoil-
ing on the mountains. The harness of the
rein-deer is only a collar made of the skin,

with the bairs-remaining on it, from whence
a trace
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