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the female has horns as well as the male, arid

this last is the only one also who sheds his

horns and renews them even when castrated.

For in stags, fallow-deer, and roe-bucks, who

have undergone 111 is operation, the ho'rns of the

animal remain always in the same state they

were at the moment of castra'tion'. Thus the

rein-deer is, ofall animals, thatiri which the sti

perfiutty of nutritive matter is the most appa
rent, and this,perhaps, i less owingto the nature

of the animal than to the quality of its food,

for the white moss, which is his only ailment

during the winter, is a lichen, whose substance

resembles that of the mushroom; it is very

nourishing, and is more loaded with organic

molecules, than the leaves or bids of trees, and

it is for this reason that the rein-deer ha

larger horns, and affords more fat than th

stag; and that the females, and those that are

castrated, are not deprived of horns: it is

the cause also of the great variety that is found

in the size of thi horns, and--of the ilgurC ahtl

number of the branches, beyond What is pos

sessed by any other of the deer kind. The

males who had been nitber hunted not C611

fined, and who feed ath ply, and at' pleasure,

on this substantial aliment, have prodigiOus

large horns, which extend backward, as far as

the
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