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NATURAL HISTORY. 151

and rationally of a species, the females should
be the objects examined. The male gives half
of the living substance, the female gives as
much, and furnishes besides all the necessary
matter for its formation. A handsome woman
has almost always fine children; a handsome
man with an ugly woman, commonly has
children who are still more ugly.

Thus, in the same species, there may some-
times be two races, the one masculine, and the
other feminine, both of which subsisting and
perpetuating their dis‘inctive characters, seem
to constitute two different species; aud this is
the point where it appears almost impossible to
fix the term between what naturalists call species
and variety. Suppose, for example, we should
constantly couple he-goats withsomesheep,and
rams with others ; it is evident, that after a
certain number of generations, there would
be cstablished in the species of the sheep, a
breed which would tend greatly towards the
goat, and would afterwards perpetuate itself;
for, though the first produce with the he-goat
would be very litile removed from the species
of the mother, and would be a lamb and not a
kid, nevertheless this lamb would have hair,
and some other characteristics of'its father. If
we afterwards couple the he-goat with these
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