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17% BUFFON’S

only one to which we retain the gencric name
of gazelle, s the common gazelle, ( fiz. 153.
which is found in Syria, Mesopotamia, and
the other provinces of the Levaut, as well as
in Barbary, and in all the northern parts of
Africa. The horns of this animal arec about a
foot long, entirely annulated at tne base, Iess-
ening into half-rings towards the extremitics
which are smooth. They are not only sur-
younded with rings, but also furrowed longi-
tudinally by small streaks. These rings mark
the years of their growth, which is commonly
about twelve or thirteen. The gazclles in ge-
neral, and this tribe in particular, greatly re-
semble the roe-buck in the proportions of the
body, natcral functions, swiftness, and the
brightness and beauty of the eyes. These re-
semblances would tempt us to think, as the
roe-buck does not exist in the same coutitries
with the gazelle, that the latler was only ade-
generation of the first; or, that the roe-buck
is a gazelle, whose nature had been altered by
the influence of the climate and effects of food,
did not the gazelles differ from the roe-buck
in the nature of their horns ; those of the roc-
buck are a kind of sotid wood, which fall off,
and are renewed cvery year, like those of the
stag ; the herns of the gazelles, on the con-
trary,
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