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body- of the animal, they will of themselves,

and with 4 heir own exertions, penctratc

deep-erInto those bodies in which the point has

entered.

However, in justice to Dr. Shaw, we must

except him from the number of these

credit-bustravellers; " Of all the number of por-

cu pines (says lie) which I have seen in Africa,

I have never yet met with one, who could

dart their quills, however stron1y lie was

irritated ; their corn mon method of defence is

to lie on one side, and when the enemy ap

proaches very near, to ri e suddenly and

wound him with the points of the oilier.''

The porcupine, alth otigh origi ii 'l ly a native

of the hottest climates of Africa nd India,

lives and multiplies in colder countries, such

as Persia, Spain, and Iaby. Agricola says, that

the porcupine had not been transported into

Europe, much before his time. They are

found in Spain, but niore commonly in Italy,

especially on the Appeninc mountains, iii the

environs of Rome.

Pliny, and other naturalists, have said, after

Aristotle, that the porcupine, like the bear,

conceals himself during winter, and that they

bring forth in thirty (lays. We have not had

it in our power to verify these facts ; and it is
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