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The horns of the giraffe bei;g solid, and

their substance similar to those of th stag,tlicre

could be 110 doubt of his ranking in he same

genus, especially if he sheds his horns an ually

of vhich, however, we are si1l uncertain; but

we may salely assert he ought to be separatcd.

from that of the ox, and all those aiiinials

whose horns are hollow ; and, indeed, uitil 111C

contrary be proved to be the fact, we cannot

do otherwise than consider the giraffe as a pe

culiar species, in the same manner as the cic

pllatlt, rhinoceros, the hi ppopotainus, forming

a species which has no collaterals, and which

seems to be a privilege conferred by Nature

simply on those which are of the largest mag

nitude.

In the description of M. Allcmand we freely

acknowledge that lie has displayed much a

curacy, and a perfect intimacy with the sub

ject. ; but yet I apprehend that the longest of

the horns he did me the favour to transmit does

notbelong to a giraffe, for the short one is very

thick, and that quite thin, comparatively with

their differcut lengths. In an anonymous do

scri)tionwhich1 I received from Holland of this

animal it is stated, that the horns of a full

grown giraffe are a foot long, and as thick as ,-t

man's arm ; according to which the horn we

re now considering being six inches long, it

voi. viii. N ii ought
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