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,;mall number at a time, as they are furnished.

with but two teats: every thing, therefore, con

curs to their destruction, and the species sup

ports itself with great difficulty. Although

they are slow, heavy, and almost incapable of

motion, yet they are hardy, strong, and tena

cious oflife; they can exist a long time depriv

ed of all food; they are covered with a thick,

coarse fur, and being unable to take much

exercise they waste little by perspiration, and

therefore they fatten by rest, however poor

their fool. Though they have neither horns

nor hoofs, nor incisive teeth in the lower jaw,

they belong, notwithstanding, to the number of

ruminating animals, and have four stomachs,

so that they may compensate for the quality of

their food by the quantity they take at a time;

and what is still more singular, instead of hay

iiig, like othr ruminating animals, very long

iutestines, they are very short, like those ofthe

carnivorous kind. The ambiguity of Nature

seems somewhat discovered by this contrast.

The sloths are certainly ruminating animals,

as they have fbur stomachs; but they are de

ficient in. all the other external and internal

characters which belong to all animals in that

class. There is also another singularity in

these animals, instead of distinct apertures for

'the discharge of the urine, excrements, and

the
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