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NATURAL HISTORY. 311

at the entrance of which is a _quantity of earth
thrown up. At a distance from the entrance
there is a hole which descends perpendicularly
intothe chambers, or cavitics of the habitation.
Therc is no hillock of carth near this hole,
which makes it probable that the oblique en-
trance is made hollow from the outside, and
that the perpendicular hole is worked within-
stde from the bottom to the top.

*“ The habitation of the female has also an
oblique passage, with two, three, and even
cight perpendicular holes, by which the young
ones wmay come in and gooul. The maleand
renale have each ascparate abode, and the fe-
inale’s is deeper than that of the male.

¢ Both male and female burrow in the carth,
at one or two feet distance from the perpen~
dicular lholes ; and accordiag to their age, and
in proportion asthey muliiply, they form one,
two, or three particular cavities, in form of
vaults, as well above as below, and which are
more or less spacious, according {o the quan-
tity of their provisions.

“““I'he perpendicular hole is the common
passage by which they go in and out, and by
the oblique one they throw out the carth which
they scratch up. This passage also has a
genile declivity into some of the cavities, and
2 more stcep one in others, which serves for
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