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55 BUFFON’S

and to ceunteract the effects of the other by
warmth, they roll themselves up with their
headsundder thewr bellies, The ichneumon was
much csiecined by the anctent Hgy ptians, and
13still protected with much care upon account
of the essentinl service it performs in the de-
struction of noxious animals, particularly the
crocodiles, whose cggs it knows how to disco-
ver even o the sand, and which crealures
would become very tormidable, from thceir
great mulliplication, one female laying near
iive hundred eges, il it were not that the ich-

uneumons destroy them.

THE TYOSSANE.,

TS animal is called by some travellers
she genet of Madagascar, because it resembles
ihe genet in colour, and some other aflinities ;
but it is in general much smaller, and has not
the odoriferous bag, which is an essential cha-
racter belonging to that animal.  As we were
ot certain as to this faci, not being able to
procurc one for dissection, we wrole to M.

! de Poivre,
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