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remarks. The origin of the name of "tile VIS*O)I

is no less difficult to be trccd than that of the

peA'an, and it is only said that they belong to

two different animals ofAmerica. M.Anbry,
in his cabinet, has two animals under this de

nomination, and from which, by his indul

gence, we have been enubled to give a sketch

of their figures, and the following description:

The pekan (fig. 189) so strongly resembles

the marten, and the vison (fig. 190) the pole-*

cat, that we are inclined to consider them as

varieties of those two species. They are ofthe

same make and proportion, have the same

length of tail, quality of hair, and number of

teeth and claws ; from which facts there is

certainly sufficient reason to conclude that

they are merely varieties, or at least as species

approaching so near each other, that it is cliffi

cult to point out any real. difference, except

that the hair of the pekan and the vison is

more soft, brown, and glossy, than that of the

marten and pole-cat; but this difference is

common to them as well as to the beaver, otter,

and other animals of North America, whose

fur is more beautiful than those of the same

hind of animals in the north of Europe.
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