http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

62 BUFFON'S

the others in the quality and colour of the hair,
which is flowing, and almost black, whercas
that of the common kind is grey, and of a
bristly nature. Its teeth and ears are also dif-
ferent, for it has a very small external ear,
which the other has not ; its incisive teeth are

likewise terminated with two poiats, while the
teeth of tlie other are smooth and sharp, like
those of the dos, wolf, a.d other quadrapeds.
Its arms, or fins, are also sitnated lower, that
istosay, more backward. Nevertheless, these
discrejancies are, perhaps, only varieties de-
pending on the climate, and not specific differ-
ences ; especially as in places where the seals
abound, there are numbers of them found lar-
ger and smaller, thicker and thinner, and of
different colours according to their sex and
age.

I'rom a similarity, which appeared at first
sightbul trivial, and by some fugitiveaccounts,
we were induced 1o suppose this cecond seal, or
small seal, was the phoca of the ancients. We
were informed that the one we had was brought
from India, and very probably it came from

he Levant. Tt was an adult, as it had all iis
teeth. It was about a fifth less than the full-
grown scals of our ocean, and about two-{hirds
less than those of the Frozen Sea, for it was
not above two feet five inches in length, while

that
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