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mouth are two nostrils, through which these
animals spout water like a whale, without
however making much noise. Their eyes
are red, sparking and inflamed during the
summer, at which season the water making
too powerful an impression on them, they
stay more willingly on shore than at any other
time. They are in great numbers about Spitz-
bergen. They are killed with lances, and the
profit derived from their teeth and fat fully
repays the trouble; for their oil is almost as
much valued as that of the whale. Their two
tecth are worth as much asall the oil they pro-
duce, and are preferred even to ivory. An
ordinary sized tooth will weigh three pounds,
and in which case the two will sell for eighteen
florins, about the value of half a ton of oil,
which is commonly drawn from one of them;
so that the animal may be said to be worth six
and thirty florins. Formerly great numbers of
these animals were seen upon land ; but the
vessels which every year resort to those seas for
the whale fishery, haveso frightened them, that
they are now retired to more sequestered places;
and those that remain no longer go onshore
in troops, but either continue in the water, or
disperse themselves on different parts of the
ice. ' When the hunter comes near a walrus,
whether in the water, or on the ice, he darts a
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