
NATURAL HISTORY. 265

1. THE WHITE BEAR*'

THIS is a noted animal in our most north.

em climates. Martin and some other tr, iellers

mention it, but none of them give a sufficient

description of it to enable us positively to pro

nounce, vhether it be a different sjecies from

the common bear. Supposing everything they

have written to be fact, then that must be the

case: but as we know that the species of the

bear varies greatly according to the difference

of climate; that there are brown, black, white,

and others variegated, the colour becomes a

nugatory character in constituting different

species; and, consequently, the denomination

of white bear is insufficient to prove the species

different. I have seen two small bears that were

brought from Russia entirely white; never

theless, they were most certainly of the same

species as our bears of the Alps. These ani

mals also vary greatly with respect to size; as

they live a long time, and become larger and

fatter 111 those parts of the world where they
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