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find ample provision, and are not (liSturbec

the character drawn from the size is still more

equivocal; therefore, we have not a sufficient

foundation to assert,.tbat the bear ofthe north

em seas is a particular species, merely because

it is white and larger than our common bear.

The difference of habits does not seem to b

more decisive than that of colour and size..

The bear of the northern seas lives upon fish;

1e never quits the sea coasts, and even often

inhabits the floating islands of ice. But if

we consider that the bear in general is an ani

mal which feeds indifferently on every thing,

and that wlierr pressed with hunger, he has

no particular choice, and that he has not the

least dread of water, these habits will not ap

pear sufficiently different to conclude that the

species is not the same. The fish 'which the

bears of the northern seas feed upon, may

Tather be termed flesh, as it chiefly consists of

the carcasses of 'whales,. seals, &c. and that

too in a climate which produces no other ani

inals, nor even grain nor fruits;- and where,

consequently, the bear is under the necessity

of subsistIng on the productions of the sea.

Is it not probable, therefore, if the bears of

Savoy were transported to the mountains of

Spitzbergen,
not finding any nutriment on

land1
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