
NATURAL HISTORY.

of nature to accommodate themselves to their

new situation have dispersed to great. distances,

whereas others have no resource but to confine

themselves within the neighbouring desarts of

their native country. There is no species of

animal, except man, universally spread over

the face of the terrestrial globe. Some, and

indeed great numbers, are confined to the

southern parts of the Old Continent, and

others to the southern parts of the new ; while

others, though fewer in number, are confined

to the cold regions of the north ; and, instead

of extending themselves towards the south,

they have passed from one continent to the

other by roads which have hitherto remained

unknown to us. There are other species

which inhabit particular mountains or valleys,

and the alterations of their nature are so much

the less apparent the more they are confined

to a srnall.spce.

Climate and food having little influence on

wild animals, and the empire of man still less,

their principiI varieties proceed from another

cause. They are relative to the combination

of their number in individuals, as well in

those which produce as in those which are

produced.
In those species, like that of the

roe-buck, where the male attaches himself to

one
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