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PRYELIMINARY NOTICE.

A small type and a thin paper have been preferred for the
advantage of the travelier; who, it-is presumed, will not fail to
find the volume, an intercsting companion of his travels. Some
copies have been printed with the same types on a larger and
more substantial paper.

o W. P.

The following statement, drawn up by the Rev. W. D,
Conybeare, will suﬂiuently explain the principles which have
influenced the new arrangement he has given to the plan of the
work, and the communications above alluded to.

It has been endeavoured to render the present volume useful
not only as an account of the physical structure of England
but also as a general manual of Geology. With this object an
Introduction has been prefixed containing an elementary view
of the general principles of that science, and a compendious
survey of the various topics which a complete system of it ought
to embrace.

The principles thus generally laid down are, in the body of
the work, illustrated in the detail by their application to the
geological phanomena of our own island ; the full develope-
ment of these forms the principal object of the work, but to
avoid partial and iucmnplete views we have subjoined, wherever
it was possible, concise accounts of the comparative geology of
other countries : these have necessarily been brlef but it is
hoped sufficiently copious to answer their subsidiary object.
No single and geuneral work which has yet appeared will indeed
be found to have entered so largely upon this hranch of the
subject.

Every source of information with regard to the geology of
England has been consulted as far as the knowledge of the
editors extended ; but to mere compilations from the observa-
tions of others unity of design and precision of statement must
oenerally be wanting, without the advantage of a personal ex-
amination of the district described ; to this advantage the
present work must be understood as advancing a general claim,
hence a great part, perhaps the greater part, of its materials
are, in the strictest sense of the term, original.

The part now submitted to the puhlu comprises a descrip-
tion of the various formations as exhibited within the limits
assigned to this work, from the most recent to the lowest rocks
associated in the coal-districts.

The second part will embrace the series commonly called
Transition and Primitive, and thus complete that branch of the
subject connected with the description and distribution of the
several formations ; but in addition to these many other topics
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