http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1831-Herschel-NatPhil/README.htm

26 DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY

has been put to the trial and found perfectly cor-
rect.*

(25.) We shall now proceed to consider more partic-
ularly, and in detail,—

I. The nature and objects, immediate and collateral,
of physical science, as regarded in itself, and in
its application to the practical purposes of life,
and its influence on the well-being and progress
of society.

II. The principles on which it relies for its successful
prosecution, and the rules by which a systematic
examination of nature should be conducted, with
examples illustrative of their influence.

III. The subdivision of physical science into distinct
branches, and their mutual relations.

CHAP. III.

OF THE NATURE AND OBJECTS, IMMEDIATE AND COL-
LATERAL, OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE, AS REGARDED IN
ITSELF, AND IN ITS APPLICATION TO THE PRACTICAL
PURPOSES OF LIFE, AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE WELL~
BEING AND PROGRESS OF BOCIETY.

(6.) Tae first thing impressed on us from our
earliest infancy is, that events do not succeed one
another at random, but with a certain degree of order,
regularity, and connection ;—some constantly, and, as
we are apt to think, immutably,—as the alternation of
day and night, summer and winter ;—others contin-

* We must caution our readers who would assure themselves of 1t
by trial, that itis an experiment of some delicacy, and not to be made
without several precautions to ensure success. For thése we must
refer to our original authority (Fresnel. Mémoire sur la Diffraction de
la Lumiere, p. 124.); and the principles on which they depend will of
course be detailed in that volume of the Cabinet Cyclopesdia which is
devoted to the subject of L1GHT.
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