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way where light dwe1eth? and as fin- darkness,

where is the place thereof?.. .Knowcsl thou it, be-

cause thou wast then born? or because the number

of thy days is great?

Before such an interrogator, we can only bow

in humble adoration. The study of the laws of

nature may strengthen and exalt the intellectual

powers: but strange must be our condition of self

government and tortuous our habits of thought, if

such studies be allowed to co-exist with self-love

and arrogance and intellectual pride.

A study of the Newtonian philosophy, as affect

ing our moral powers and capacities (the subject I

am now pressing on your thoughts), does not ter

minate in mere negations. It teaches us to see the

finger of God in all things animate and inanimate,

and gives us an exalted conception of his attributes,

placing before us the clearest proof of their reality;

and so prepares, or ought to prepare, the mind for

the reception of that higher illumination, which

brings the rebellious faculties into obedience to the

divine will.

We learn, by experiment, the different actions

and relations of the material things around us, and

we find them bound together by a law of mutual

attraction. Following our master of philosophy in

the loftiest generalization recorded in the history

of mankind, we attribute this property, found in

the matter on the surface of our planet, to every

other mass of matter within the limits of the visible

universe. We bring our generalization to the test

of observations of a new and certain kind, and we

find that it is true. We find that no parts of the

visible universe are insulated from the rest; but

that all are knit together by the operation of a
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