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the comprehension of our antagonists—to draw our
weapons in a combat where victory could give no
honor. Before a Geologist can condescend to rea-
son with such men, they must first learn Geology.
It is too much to call upon us to scatter our seed on
a soil at once both barren and unreclaimed—it is
folly to think, that we can in the same hour be
stubbing up the thorns and reaping the harvest.
All the writers of this school have not indeed sin-
ned against plain sense to the same degree. With
some of them, there is perhaps a perception of the
light of natural truth which may lead them after a
time to follow it in the right road : but the case of
others is beyond all hope from the powers of rational
argument. Their position is impregnable while
they remain within the fences of their ignorance,
which is to them as a wall of brass: for (as was well
said, if I remember right, by Bishop Warburton,
of some bustling fanatics of his own day) there is
no weak side of common sense whereat we may
attack them. If cases like these yield at all, it
must be to some treatment which suits the invete-
racy of their nature, and not to the weapons of
reason. As psychological phenomena they are how-
ever well deserving of our study; teaching us,
among other things, how prone man is to turn his
best faculties to evil purposes—and how, at the
suggestions of vanity and other bad principles of
his heart, he can become so far deluded, as to
fancy that he is doing honor to religion, while
he is sacrificing the common charities of life, and
arraigning the very workmanship of God.

The recent attacks on physical science, and the
gross misapprehension of its moral tendency, have
been singularly wanton and ill-timed. The living
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